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SECOND LETTER, 0 


&c. 


My LoRD, ' 


LN a Letter which 1 ud recuntly dS fl 
nour of addrefling to your Lordſhip, I en- Nt 
deavoured to ſhew how much you have 
been deceived in reſpect to the origin of 
thoſe diſcontents which have lately diſturbed 
the public tranquillity in Ireland; as well as 
with regard to the conduct of his Maj eſty's 
Miniſters, and of the Army .in general, in 
the courſe of their exertions to protect the 
laws, and maintain the country in a ſtate of 
peace and ſubordination. | 


„ Iam 


S. OM | 
Tam happy in the reflection, that by the 
temperate evidence of inconteſtible facts, I 
have amply proved to the public at large | 
the injuſtice of your Lordlhip's 5 ſtatement ; ; 
and fully relying upon the impreſſion 1 which 
theſe muſt have produced upon every can- 
did and diſpaſſionate mind, I ſhall now pro- 
ceed to eſtabliſh, by ſimilar means, that if 
little reliance is to be had on your Lordſhip's 
political intelligence, ill leſs dependence can | 


be ee on your commercial 9 


To induce diſtruſt, to aggravate diſcon- 
tent, to ſtimulate diſaffection, and every way 
to depreſs the national ſpirit, theſe, my Lord, 
appear to me (however unintentional on 
your part) to be the miſchievous conſe- 
; quenccs which are likely to reſult from the 
gloomy but fallacious ſtatement which you 
have given of the decline of commerce and 
the decay of manufactures in Ireland. It 
| ſhall now be 127 duty to ſhew, that your 
Lordſhip' 8 


(3) 
Lordi 8 fat has ourſtripped the fober 
| ſhirt of diſpaſflonate e enquiry, and hurried 


you into miſrepreſentations which at calmer 


13 r * 4 8 S; $35 '$© 3 * 132 * 7 SI Þ ia = 
moments you may be anxious to correct. 


4. 


Ir” the melancholy | account xt which © your 
Lordſhip has given of the general miſery 
and oppreſſion which you aver to prevail i in 
Ireland were really accurate ; if the meaſures 
which his Majeſty” 8 Miniſters have been 
compelled to purſue i in ſupport of the laws, 
had truly originated ( your Lordſhip 
charges them to do) * in 4 Men of mi 2 | 
plied ſeverity, not in individual but in its ge- 5 
neral defign,” T admit it would awaken the 
compaſſion, and arouſe the reſentment of 
every feeling and conſiderate mind. A de- 
caying empire and' a murmuring people: are 
awful ſignals of approaching ruin. Fortu- 
nately for both countries, the evidence of 
facts is at hand; and to theſe we may fairly 
recur, as the means of aſcertaining how far, 


BY 


A3 in 


(6) 
in their reſult, they negative, or affirm, the 
juſtice of your Lordſhip's repreſentations. 


In pathetically detailing the commercial 
downfal of Ireland, your Lordſhip proceeds 
to ſtate, that individuals die of want from 
the general wretchedneſs to which they are 
reduced—that manufactures are ſuſpended 
n parts of the country where formerly they 
; flouriſhed moſt—that the induſtry of the 
people is in conſequence deſtroyed that 
the merchants of England are extending 
their trade at the expence of the ſiſter king- 
dom that the trade of Ireland is now ſo 
contracted, that in many places the public 
revenue has almoſt totally diſappeared; in 
| proof of which, your Lordſhip ſtates, and 
it is the only preſumed fact on which you 
condeſcend to rely in ſupport of this black 
catalogue of national diſaſter, that the cuſ- 
toms of Belfaſt, which have uſually produced, 
as you taps, about 1 150, oool. would not 


amount 


(7) 


amount this year to one-fifteenth part of that 


ſum. And your Lordſhip concludes from 


| thence, that the cauſes which have occa- 
ſioned theſe unhappy effects muſt have ori- 


ginated © in ſomething connected with the in- 
ternal ſyſtem of the country; from whence 
you take occaſion to predict, that a perſeve- 


rance in the preſent ſyſtem of Adminiſtra- 


tion, to which you principally aſcribe theſe 
effects, and which ſyſtem has only for its 


object to maintain the juſt authority of 


government, and to protect the eſtabliſhed 
laws and conſtitutions of the realm, muſt 
lead to a ſeparation between both kingdoms 


in the courſe of five years, All this, my 


Lord, is extremely gloomy ; and highly 
calculated, at this eventful criſis, to agitate 
and appal the pls mind. | 


Is _ Lordſhip aware of the conſe- 


quences at this moment of diſſeminating 


ſiuch ſentiments i in a country where the ſpi- 
A 4 | rit 


(8) 
cit 4F party rages, where treaſon 3 is abroad, 
and where factious demagogues, eagerly 
avalling themſelves of the authority of your | 
opinions in ſupport of their ſeditious pur- 
poſes, are already giving to them a con- 
ſtruction far different from the purity of 


your intentions. Such language 1 in calmer 


| times might merit reprehenfic jon, but it de- 9 


ſerves a ſeverer cenſure when the period i is 


conſidered to which i it is applied. Indepen- 


dently of its not being warranted by a can- 
did review of the actual ſtate of the coun- 


try, it cannot in its immediate conſequences 
be too ſtrongly deprecated; ſince its obvious 


tendency is to revive expiring jealouſies, and 


to weaken the bonds of union between both 
kingdoms, at a period when unanimity is eſ- 
ſential to the ſafety of each, and when it is 
only through reciprocal exertion and ſup- 


port that we can hope to arrive at the great 


object of all our ſtruggles, a ſafe, an early, a 


„ 


fling, and an honourable peace. 


M any 


g 


Many years ago this fabulous and de. 
ponding picture of the commereial ſituation « 
of Ireland might have been conſidered as 


| conveying a juſt repreſentation of her ag- 
grieved condition; becauſe at that period 
the trade of Ireland was undoubtedly elogged 


with reſtraints which contributed to depreſs. 


Ireland was prohibited from importing live 
cattle, or beef, into England. The expor- 
tation of her wool was prohibited. Her 


intercourſe with the Britiſh colonies in the 


Weſt Indies, and North America, as well 
as with Africa, was reſtricted to Britiſh 
ports. The produce of thoſe countries ſhe 
could only circuitouſly receive through the 


ſame channel, She was entirely ſhut out 


from all traffic with the Eaſt Indies; and 
other reſtrictions were impoſed upon her 
internal trade, which it has ſince been the 


more enlightened policy of the . reign 


to aboliſh. 


— 


80 


. — — wen — — — toe 


60 


80 lat, indeed, as long after the acceſſion 
nf his preſent Majeſty to the throne, the 
country was repreſented both in and out w— 
Parliament to be in a ſituation of alarming 
decline; and the fallen price of lands, the 
reduced ſtate of rents, the ruinous condition 
of manufactures, the decline of induſtry, _ 
the decay of public credit, and the ſtagna- 
tion of trade, were all adduced as evidences 
of the increaſing impoveriſhment of the 
kingdom. To that period therefore your 
Lordſhip's ſtatement might haye applied: 
but at the preſent moment it is every way out 
of date, when contraſted with the growing 
riches of the country, and the more liberal 
footing upon which its commerce has ſince 


been placed: 


For what, my Lord, is the preſent com- 
mercial ſituation of Ireland ? Far different 
indeed from the gloomy ſtatement which 
your n has held * to the public 


view. 


(* 

The people of Ireland have only b 

to review it calmly to exult in the compa- 
riſon. Her exports have ſcarcely been af- 

| fected by the war, and the balance of trade 
continues to be conſiderably in her favour. 
The trade of Ireland, and its revenue, as 
far as relates to its imports and exports, 
during the laſt eight years to Lady-day 
1797. ſhews, from authentic records, an ac- 
cCruing balance in her favour on her export 
trade, compared with her import, of upwards a 
of fix millions and a balf ſterling. The ge- 
neral trade of Ireland is no longer fettered | 
by Evgliſh laws, and there are few reſtric- 
tions by Iriſh acts. Thoſe reſtraints which 
impeded her commercial progreſs in former 
times are now no more; and in the in- 
creaſe of her trade, and the extenſion of her 
capital, ſhe has been rapidly deriving all the 
benefits reſulting from ſo improved a ſtate 
of things. Inſtead of thoſe reſtrictions to 
which I have ren alluded as operating 


_ 


(42 ) 
sgainft her induſtry, I aſk your Lordſhip 
whether it is not conſiſtent with your know- 
ledge that every beneficial mode of im- 
provement has of late years been purſued in 
favour of Ireland, which the moſt liberal 
Policy could deviſe, to increaſe the wealth, 
promote the proſperity, and advance the 
happineſs of the people ? Witnefs the ex- 
tenſion of the trade of Ireland i in the year 
1780 t to the Britiſh colonies and plantations 
The" explanation which took place three 
years ago by the Britiſh Legiſlature of the 
Navigation Act, by which even thoſe com- | 
modities and manufactures, formerly called 
the enumerated articles, and ſo prohibited, 
may now, being of colonial produce and 
manufacture, be exported to England— 
The advantages in favour of Ireland, as 
tated in Chap. xxxi. of the 33d Geo. III. 
Rn excellent ſyſtem of commercial laws 
brought to perfection i in Ireland i in 1784 — 
The — of the army— The right of 


naturalization | 


—ͤ—— — 


or | | ; 

„ 
naturalization of 3 liberty to 
tax articles of Britiſu growth, production, | 


and manufacture, as the Parliament of Ireland 
ſhall think fit — The encouragement given to 
her linen trade by bounties in England, as as 
well as in Ireland, on exportation to foreign 
parts.— To which ought perhaps likewiſe to 
be added, as relatively influencing her com- 
I mercial proſperity, the perfect freedom of 
juriſdiction — the exemption from Poyn- 


ing's Law—the independence of the Iriſh. 


Judges—the ſettlement of an annual ſalary 
on the Crown—the reſtraint of penſions— 
the regulations for Members of Parliament 
the eſtabliſhment of a reſponſible Board 


of Treaſury and various other beneficial 


regulations, by which the kingdom of Ire- 


land has finally been made to flouriſh, and 
to enjoy all the bleſſings reſulting from an 


improving trade, free from every kind of 
reſtriction on its commerce or manufac- 
tures, 
1 = 7 
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CP 
tures, but ſuch as are e impoſed by the Iriſh 
themſelves. | 


Theſe, my Lord, are the ſolid commercial 


benefits which the people of Ireland have 
derived under the preſent reign ; and the 


13 viſible and growing proſperity of the coun- 


try is a lively teſtimony of the happy con- 
ſequences to which they have conduced. 1 
| fay viſible, becauſe it is impoſſible but that 
your Lordſhip muſt have obſerved the im- 
proved ſituation of the kingdom in every 


reſpe& within the laſt ten years more im- 


mediately in the North, as an extremely 


commercial part of it; and directly in the 
large and opulent county wherein your 

Lordſhip's eſtate is ſituated, your own lit- 
le riſing town of Ballynahinch is an exam— 
ple of this. Have you not witneſſed the 
general eaſe of the farmers, in proportion to 


the extent of their farms? Have you not 


experienced 


(CT. 
experienced the punctuality with which 
rents are paid in diſtricts undiſturbed by re- 

ligious, or political, animoſities? Have you 
not obſerved the riſing value of lands, and 
the general competition for farms out of 
leaſe, at the moſt advanced rents ? Have 
you not noticed the improved ſtate of agri- 
culture the great quantity of waſte land 
reclaimed, and daily reclaiming into culti- 
vation—and the univerſal ſpirit of improve- 
ment which is every where ſhewing itſelf 
throughout the country? Are not the far- 
mers every where building themſelves bet- 
ter houſes? Have not new manufactures 
been introduced, which were unknown to 
the country ten years ago? Is not the ſpi- 
rit of commerce daily becoming more na- 
tional ? Are not the fineſt canals already in- 
terſecting the country both in the north 
and the ſouth, and animating the induſtry of 
the: people, by opening to them new chan- 
nels of * and freſh ſources of wealth ? 


. 


( 6 ) 


Whence thoſe noble navigations' deſtined to 
unite the Shannon with the Liffey, and to 
connect the interior with the n 
and thoſe which have already eſtabliſ 
communication between the upper diſtricts 
and Belfaſt, and Newry ? Are theſe the 
proofs of declining commerce and decaying 
arts? Or rather, are they not the glowing 
| figns of national improvement, and the evi- 
dent tokens of increaſing happineſs? And 
may it not be affirmed, when judging by all 
thoſe criterions from whence the proſperity 
of a country can be eſtimated, that Ireland, 
within the laſt twenty years, has made 
greater advances than any other country in 
Europe? In fine, is not her improved and 
improving condition the common theme of 
exultation with the more enlightened part 
of the nation in general? 


But independently of thoſe proofs which 
grow out of obſervation from looking atten- 


N | tively. 


. 
tively at the face of the country, there is 
yet more certain and material teſtimony to 
which we may have recourſe in evidence of 
the fact of her commercial proſperity; and 
that is, the ſtate of her tonnage, which mult 
Mays: be conſidered as the true criterion 
to judge of the extent of her commerce. 
And, on looking into this, your Lordſhip 
will find that the general tonnage of the 
kingdom during the laſt four years ending 
25th March 1797, when compared with that 
of the preceding four years, ſhews an increaſe 
in her ſhipping to the extent of 17,8 72 tons; 


an ample proof of her i improving condition. 


What then has thus contiibited t to the 
riſing greatneſs of Ireland, but thoſe liberal 
conceſſions and joint regulations between 
both kingdoms already enumerated, which, 
by the anxious ſolicitude of a gracious ſove- \ 
reign, and the watchful and beneficent at- 
tention of his government, in relieving her 
B trade 
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trade from its former ſhackles, have revived 


the induſtry of the people, and ſpread uni- 
verſal improvement over the face of the 
country. It is the active ſtimulus of theſe 
important benefits which has thus power- 
fully operated to extend her agriculture, 
to raiſe her markets, to enhance her lands, 
to improve her. manufactures, and, finally, 
to raiſe her from a ſituation of poverty and 
dependence, to a ſtate of the moſt enviable 
proſperity and affluence. 


And is it, my Lord, in the face of benefits 
thus eſtabliſhed, and againſt the evidence 
of facts thus notorious, that your Lordſhip 
comes forward, in a ſtrain of language cal- 
culated to revive thoſe jealouſies which it 
was the object of all theſe beneficial regu- 
lations to deſtroy, to repreſent the trade of 
Ireland to be verging upon ruin, when a 
graver attention to facts would have enabled | 
you, not merely to diſcover the error into 

which 


(19g) 

which you have been led, but to have joined 
in the general exultation of the more loyal 
body of the people, at the happier picture 
of the riſing proſperity of ha 22881 Tap 


No, my Lord, Ireland i is not in the impo- 
veriſhed and declining condition your Lord- 
thip has been led to imagine, and would 
induce the public to believe. The evidence 
of national decay reſts upon very different 

grounds to thoſe which your Lordſhip has 
adduced in proof of her decline. It rejects 
the declamatory effuſions of the imagination, 
and gravely relies upon the facts of the 
caſe. Shew me, if the trade of Ireland has 
dwindled, (which I maintain is not the 
caſe,) that it has ariſen from other cauſes 
than ſuch as are contingent and accidental. 
De monſtrate, that her capital has deereaſed 
that her internal conſumption has dimi- 
niſhed that her manufactures are no longer 
in demand — that her citizens are murmur- 


„ ing, 


„ eo er ere no OS IE gr 


* 
(i 20) 
ing, from the ſtagnation of their induſtry; 
and lead me from thence to the operation 
af all theſe manifeſt ſymptoms of decay, in 
the ſtate of the markets, the price of land, 
and the general diſtreſs of individuals; and 
I ſhall ſubſcribe to the juſtice of your Lord- 
ſhip's. repreſentations. But if the converſe 
of this picture is the actual ſlate of the 
kingdom—if the exports of Ireland are not 
declining—if her capital has increaſed—if 
her manufactures are flouriſhing—her mar- 
kets briſk — and the general ſigns of wealth 
pervading all the commercial parts of the 
kingdom, then this is evidence of a reſult 
as conſolatory to our hopes, as it muſt be 
diſpiriting to the criminal expectations of 
thoſe deſperate and abandoned men who, 
deluded by your Lordlhip's fallacious account 
of the approaching ruin of the kingdom, 
are already exulting in the guilty hope 
of ſhortly rioting in the miſeries of their 
country. | 


The 


Tr) 


ſperous condition of. Ireland at the preſent 


moment? I have ſtated my reaſons for be- 
lieving that it is; and I think they are ſup- 


ported as much by the facts I have enume- 
rated, as by the general appearance of the 


face of the country, which I have recently 


witneſſed. 


Where then, my Lord, is it that the trade 
of Ireland has ſuffered ? Where are we to 
look for thoſe proofs of decay which your 


Lordſhip's memory has failed to ſupply ? 


How are we to diſcover that the conduct of 
government has diverted her trade from her 
own ſhores into the hands of the Britiſh 
merchants? Can any inſtance. be ſhewn 
wherein. the trade of England has increaſed 
at the expence of the ſiſter kingdom of 
late, or from cauſes from whence blame 
can be imputed to government? On the 
contrary, Ireland has herſelf in ſome in- 


my ſſtances 


( az ) 


ſtances increaſed her trade ſince the com- 

| 4 mencement of the war. On a general re- 

| ; view of her commercial ſituation, every ho- - 
neſt and intelligent merchant will admit that 

1 her capital has been increaſed by it, from 
[ the ſuperior encouragement ſhe has met 


with in various reſpects, and from the ge- 


neral enhancement of price on her export 

of proviſions, in conſequence of the in- 
creaſed demand, occaſioned by the war, for 
all her ſurplus produce, | 
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| - Independently of her ſouthern exports, 
(| from the little northern ports of Bangor 
ö and Donaghadee, no leſs than thirty thou- 
| ſand head of oxen (netting upon an ave- 


[| rage £10 each) were imported into Eng- 
| | land between the months of Auguſt 1796 
and October 1797; and in the middle of 
[| September laſt the effects of this trade 
were diſtinctly to be ſeen in one continued 


| ſucceſſion of great droves of Iriſh cattle, ex- 
1 4 | 


tending 


2 


8 


( 23 ) 


tending from the extremity of Galway to 


the coutity of Norfolk. The conſequence 


of all this has been ſuch an influx of wealth 


into the kingdom as at no former period of 


her hiſtory was ever known; in proof of 
which your Lordſhip upon due enquiry may 
learn, that there never was ſo much money 


in Ireland as at preſent, nor a time in which 
it was ſo generally diſſeminated; that there 


have been fewer commercial failures during 


the war than in England, in proportion to 


the extent of her trade, and to the num- 


ber of merchants in both kingdoms ; and 


that the trade of Ireland, which conſiſts 


chiefly, as moſt uſeful, in exports, never 


was more briſk, though a defalcation upon 
the whole in point of revenue may poſſibly 


enſue, as no duties are chargeable on goods 


of Iriſh product or manufacture, proviſions 


excepted, and theſe low rated. And ſuch 
of her ſhips as have been taken were chiefly 
if not only ſuch as made the run without 


B 4 | convoy: 


T 0} 


convoy, for the ſake of a market; and theſs 


too were moſtly inſured in England. 


Theſe, my Lord, are the advantages 


which Ireland has derived. With reſpect 


to thoſe which have accrued to England in 
the ſame career, they are to be attributed 
to the capital, to the ſpirit, and to the in- 
duſtry of her people, as well as to the de- 


ſtruction of the trade of France: i is to 


- theſe powerful ſprings ſhe is indebted for 


the pre-eminence ſhe enjoys oyer the reſt 


of the European world, and not to any diſ- 


poſition on the part of her merchants to 


purſue their ſpeculations in any way in- 


compatible with the fair ſpirit of com- 
mercial enterprize, and far leſs at the ex- 
pence of the ſiſter kingdom. The fact 
is, the foreign trade of Ireland is not of 
that magnitude to be affected. Even the 
war has had little effect upon it ; and cer- 
tainly, prior to its commencement, ſhe did 


not 


(6) 
not poſſeſs any ſhare of foreign trade that 
could increaſe the trade of England in a 
manner to be- felt, by any ſtagnation hi- 
therto experienced in Ireland. This charge, 
therefore, is every way groundleſs, | 


Your Lordſhip appears to me to aſſume, 
that a defalcation in the public revenue 
neceſſarily implies a proportionable falling 
off in the trade of the country. But ſuch 
an inference is far from being the juſt con- 
ſequence of ſuch a propoſition, The re- 
venue may be reduced, and yet trade may 
be increaſed by the very. operation of ſuch 
a reduction. The growth of commerce is 
cheriſhed, or impeded, in proportion as 
thoſe regulations to which it is ſubject are 
judicious in their principle, or the reverſe, 
And in the application of theſe, experience 
will often ſhew the neceſlity of varying them 
in ſuch a manner as occaſionally to affect | 
the public revenue, But what in this in- 
| ſtance 


(4) 
ſtance is apparently a diminution on the 
groſs amount of the collections, is added to 


the national gain in other ways, and the 


general maſs of active capital and public 


proſperity are thereby mutual + La 1 5 


But, ſays your Lordſhip, in evidence of 
che rapid decline of commerce, look at the 
caſe of BELFAST : her induſtry is crippled, 


and her cuſtoms, from producing annually 


150, oool. have dwindled down toone fifteenth 


part of that ſum. But your Lordſhip ſhould 


have gone one ſtep further, and, in looking 
at the effect, you ſhould have aſeended to 
the cauſe. As this is the only ſolitary fact 


upon which you have condeſcended to rely, 


it merits particular attention, That your 
Lordſhip has been unfortunate in your ſe- 
lection, I ſhall now proceed to eſtabliſh. I 
am aware that I muſt fatigue you a little 
with the dryneſs of detail; but the impor- 
tance of the ſubject will plead my excuſe, 
I; 


/ 


0 4 
It is by facts, and not by declamation, that 
I wiſh to preſent you with the means of 


clearly diſcerning how much your confi- 
dence has been abuſed by thoſe on whoſe 
information you have relied as a ſufficient 
authority for the fallacious account which 
you have given to the world, of the ſtate of 
the public revenue and trade of the king- 
dom, | 


The groſs produce of Belfaſt for ſeven 
| years has been taken from 1787 to 1793. 
The higheſt produce in theſe years of ge- 
neral peace was 1 18, o36l. 138. ad. (and 
not 150,000]. as you have been pleaſed to 

ſay was its uſual produce) for the year 
ending 25th March 1791. And the loweſt, 
next year ( 792), but nearly the ſame with * 
1788, was 77,109]. 128. 5d. The average 
produce of theſe ſeven years was g1 846. 


18. 5d. The average produce of the fol- 
lowing four years, 1794 to 1797, ending 
1 — 


e 2 


| the 25th March 1797, was 85,8601. 18. 8d, 


which ſuppoſing each quarter equal, which 


1 is not however the caſe, makes for each 


quarter 21,4651. 58. which compared with 
Midſummer quarter, ſhews a defalcation of 


more than one half; but if compared with 


Michaelmas quarter, the laſt yet received, 
of 17,5521. 16s. 5d. would be, ſuppoſing 
every quarter equal, 70,2111. 4s. 8d. Thus, 
| ſuppoſing the greateſt annual average, as be- 
fore ſtated, to be 91,8461. 18. 5d. and the 
leaſt for four years only 85,860. 18. 8d. 


the annual defalcation for 1797 is only one 


fifth, and not, as ſtated by your Lordſhip, 
| | one 7, iftcenth part of the former ſum.—And 


1 | | when the increaſe in the exciſe on the 


il other ſide is conſidered, the deficiency will 


[| appear to be ſo extremely ſmall as ſcarcely 


(| | to merit obſervation, and not to extend to a 


# (ym beyond 47631. 


Richer" your Lordſhip was acquainted with 
theſe 


( a9 ) 
theſe facts, or you were not. If you were, 
what becomes of your juſtice in ſuppreſſing 
them? And if you were not, where Wag 


your candour i in neglecting to avail yourlelf 
of the means of knowing them? 


But the caſe of Belfaſt is notorious,  . I 
is not merely in the fact that your Lord- 
ſhip is miſtaken, but in the ſelection you 
have made of a town from whence to eſti» 
mate the commercial proſperity of the nation, 
wherein choſe principles ſo deſtructive to 
ſocial order, and | which ſtrike at the root of 
all trade, have been cultivated, (and from 
whence they have been diſperſed over the 
country,) which have ſo much contributed 
to annoy the repoſe and diſturb the happi- 
neſs of the community at large. It is to 
the effect of theſe that we are to aſeribe 
ſecing the manufacturer attending nightly 
meetings of United Iriſhmen ; learning the 
ule of arms in barns and out-houſes; : and 


"M0 
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rioting, plundering, and robbing all night; 
by which means manufactures, for a while, 
were almoſt. annihilated. No doubt there 
are in that town many loyal and reſpectable 
individuals who mourned over theſe ex- 
ceſſes, and vainly endeavoured to repreſs 
them; but from the preſs of Belfaſt have 
iſſued thoſe doctrines of blood and maſſacre 
which tend to deprave the national cha- 
racter, to kindle the flames of civil war, 
and to rob remorſe of its ſting, by diſarming 
aſſaſſination of its horrors. This town, ſo 
wealthy and flouriſhing, and wherein there 
| has not been a ſingle bankruptcy for theſe 
ſixteen years paſt, is no longer, what it then 
was, the refuge of induſtry, and the empo- 
rium of trade; but it is now become too 
much the haunt of the ſeditious, and the 
reſidence of the diſaffected. Is it therefore 
a matter of ſurpriſe, chat, departing from 
thoſe peaceful habits to which ſhe owed her 
wealth, ſhe mould in ſome degree ex- 

perience 


1 
perience the evils which inſeparably attach 
to the turbulent ſyſtem ſhe has lately pur- 
ſued, by rendering the prudent and induſ- 


trious merchant timorous in his intercourſe 


with her! * 


The Wa is, my Lord, the polltics of 
thoſe united ſocieties in many parts of Ire- 
land, wherein robbery and maſſacre were 
organized, have injured the induſtry of the 
people in a far greater degree than any ef- 
fect aſcribable to the war, by ſeducing many 
of them from their looms into thoſe ſchools 
of rebellion, wherein their manners and mo- 
rals have equally been corrupted, In theſe 
ſeminaries of deſtruction the moſt miſchie- 
vous doctrines have been too ſucceſsfully 
circulated. among the moſt ignorant and 


dependent of the working people, who, in 


their rage for revolution, have learned to de- 


ſpiſe their accuſtomed occupations, and to 
aſpire at higher bread than theſe can promiſe. 
Thus, 


—— — —_ —— 
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Thus, they became idle, turbulent and neceſ. 


fitous. The ſituation of the North of Ire- 
land, for many months before the military 


reſtored it to a ſtate of tranquillity, by re- 


viving confidence and protecting the laws, 


was ſuch as to excite much apprehenſion on 


both ſides of the water. Hence, the com- 


mercial intercourſe between the two king- 
doms felt a proportionable interruption - 
and this had the natural effect, by nar- 
rowing confidence, of reſtricting credit. In 
the ſtate of inſecurity which diſtruſt begets, 
trade will unavoidably ſuffer. The happy 
occupations of tranquil induſtry Aouriſh 
only under the ſafeguard of the laws, and 
the peace of ſociety; when the lower orders 
are found plotting the deſtruction of their 
employers and benefactors, luxury keeps 
aloof from indulgence, and flies from the 
danger which its ſplendour i invites, to the 
calmer ſecurity of a ſimplicity inimical to 
the arts. It well becomes, therefore, the 

: Iriſh 


(ud 


Iriſh Kan to inveſtigate 1 iouat Ste 
which have contributed to bring diſtreſs 1 upon 
him; ir nice it is by the juſt conſideration of 
theſe, that he will arrive at the wholeſome 
leſſon of his ge ro 


II, ren yohis Lobdthiy b. had een 
to other places as well as to Belfaſt, you 
would have found the caſe to be different; 
At Newry, for inſtance; the average for ſes 
ven years, 1787 to 1793, was 2 5. 725l. 178. 
5d.; ; and for four years, 1793 to 1797; was 
25,889: 58. 9d. For Newry, Midſummer 


quatter 1797, 51971. 138. 7d. ; and for 
Michaelmas ditto, 8,35 31. 38. 9d. Here is 


an evident inereaſe.— And for cr, the 
average of ſeven years, 1787 to 1593, was 


148,555). 128. 7d. The average for four 


years, 1793 to 1795, was | 150,674. 178. 36: FR 
Here alſo is an evident increaſe. But for 
Midſummer quarter 1797, 16,9071 118. 2d, 
—and Michaelmas ditto, 30,8201, 66. 8d. 


.S | ſome 8 


„ 
ſome. trifling defalcation appears, which, 5 
conſi dering | the attempt of the French at 
Bantry Bay, ſhould be conſidered as really 


an increaſe. , The other ports are in pro- 


Portion to this according to circumſtances, 


and equally ſhew an increaſe in the cuſtom 


revenue of Dublin, Waterford and Limerick; 


as your Lordſhip may learn upon a reference 
to the public accounts of the kingdom, 


and wherein at the ſame time you may 


clearly ſee that the trade of Ireland, of late 
years, has advanced i in a greater proportion 
than would ſeem by a bare reference to the 
groſs produce of the cuſtom revenue. 


2 4 * 


Thus, everywhere nearly, exceptat Belfaſt, 


the cu ſtom revenue has increaſed. The duties 


on import there have decreaſed, but the exciſe 
has increaſed conſiderably. The import 
duties having fallen off, is partly owing to 


the diſloyal conduct of many of the principal 


traders, whoſe credit fell on the Exchange of 


London, 


(& ) 


London, as they raed ri roſe! in 0 e. | 


$7 3 .-& $71 


with the natural enemies of theſe bange 


The conſumption of home-made ſpirits, in 
conſequence of an àugmentation of the duty 


on rum, has alſo been another cauſe of a 
reduction in the import duties; a wonderful 


advantage to Ireland, for en Po. ob- 
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vious to need elucidation, | Hel Fre nates 
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On a comparative view He 25 raſtons re- 
venue for four years prior to the commence- 


ment of the war, with the four ſubſequent 


years ending Lady - day 1797, the total de- = 
_ creaſe. of cuſtoms during theſe periods has 
only been 330l. as your Lordſhip, will un- 


doubtedly diſcover when you come to per- 


uſe theſe accounts. The Public and your, 
Lordſhip will then judge how far . the trade 


* of Ireland is ſo contratted that in many 


& places the public revenue has almoſt totally 
4 W — ed. Four years of war have 
0 5 only 
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only Sminithed.i its . amount, during 
theſe periods, in the ſum of 330l. It is ſuf- 
ficient to ſtate the fad it i is impoſſible to 
err in the comment. e 


Such i is the ſtate of trade, and oils in 


the northern, middle, and ſouthern parts of 
the kingdom. But the caſe does not reſt 
4 here, How ſtands it ſtill further to the 


northward ? Is it to reſt on the facts alone 
which I have already adduced ? No M 
Lord, we have yet a ſtronger teſtimony in 
proof of the flouriſhing condition of trade 
in that quarter than even the weight of 


your Lordfhip' s authority, reſpectable as it 
is, when aſſerting the reverſe; and you will 
find it in the addreſs from the city of Lon- 
donderry, preſented by the reſident magiſ- 


tracy to Earl Camden on the 7th of Decem- 
ber laſt, where, in direct contradiction to 
your Lordſhip 8 ſtatement, and for the ex- 
preſs purpoſe of rebutting it, they unequi- 


yocally fay, ® the fate of our commerce is at 
25 1 ; 93 his 


(32) 
; « this moment i vi grö us "and [ flou- | 
riſhing a. And it is worthy of notice; 
that they aſcribe it to the ſafety they have 
derived from the preſence of that military 
whoſe conduct and character * un ſo 
unjuſtly arraigned. (24197 2 


Here then is the evidence of a great com- i 
mercial town, in oppoſition. to your Lord- 
ſhip's 8 individual teſtimony; and it will he 
no diſreſpect to your Lordſhip, (which I 
ſhould be the laſt i in offering,) to give to it 
| that preference which is ſo juſtly due to the 
language of experience, coming directiy 
from thoſe whoſe local knowledge, and com- 
mercial habits, peculiarly enable them to aſ- 
8 certain the fact with all the preciſion of 
| ocular obſervation. „ 4 OO 


Whence then, your Lordſhip will "Ty if 


1 Appendix, No. I. And the cuſtorze of this port 
ſhew a great increaſe of revenue, _— —— 
| m—_—_ ſince the war. 
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( 38 ) 


ſuch be the proſperous ſituation of the king 
dom, aroſe the extreme diſtreſs to which 
the manufaQurers were reduced at the cloſe 
of the year 1796 ?—That great diſtreſs en- 
ſued, I am willing to admit; and I equally 
concede that it originated, as you truly ſtate, 
in ſomething e 0 with the internal 
item of the country,” But not in the 
manner in which your Lordſhip applies 
this expreſſion, as pointed againſt the con- 


duct of adminiſtration, No ſuch diſtreſs 


aroſe from the meaſures of government. 
It firſt ſprang from the ſanguinary ſyſtem 
of thoſe deſperate incendiaries, who having 


ſucceeded in enliſting into their ſocieties 


many of the commercial part of the com- 


munity, as well as others, embarked them 
in the cauſe of pulling down the State, which 
gave life to their induſtry, and protection 
to their liberties, Hence confidence was 
| ſhaken by the terror which ſuch treaſonable : 


conſpiracies 


(39 ) 
| eonſpiraties excited ®, But, beyond this, it 

may further be obſerved, that no period can 

be aſſigned, during peace or war, wherein 
ſuch things may not at times have happen- 
ed. It is not peculiar to Ireland. It has 
often occurred in England. This, publie 
experience of facts, and the general mode 
of living among manufacturers, teſtify. In 
this particular inſtanee it is alſo admitted 
by maſter manufacturers, that the general 
panic and want of confidence which took 
place at that period, from the cauſes I have 


ftated, as well as from the certainty of an 


intended French invaſion at the beginning 
of laſt year, between the maſter manufac» 
turers of Dublin, and their cuſtomers in 
the country, particularly at and about Cork, 
occaſioned a total ſtagnation of buſineſs 3 
and in conſequence, much diſtreſs enſued 
among the working people, which the care» 
ful and protecting eye of parliament, and 
* Appendix, No. II. | 
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„ 
che government of the kingdom, as well as 


the generous ſolicitude of individuals, haſ- 


tened to alleviate: but this was a temporary 


evil, which gradually abated in proportion 


as the cauſe to which it owed its origin 


ſubſided; and the manufacturers being now 


in full employ, the loan advanced by the 


| " in a courſe of liquidation. 


legiſlature has, the greater part of it, been 


already repaid, and the remaining e 


* 


| On the . therefore, the ſtate of com- 
merce and revenue in Ireland i is in a fou! 


riſhing condition, and would even have con- 


ſiderably ſurpaſſed i its preſent extent, but for ; 


the lawleſs conduẽt of thoſe deſperate ſocie- 
ties, which ſucceeded for a while in throw-' 
ing the country into a ſtate of tumult and 

commotion, unfavourable to commercial 
ſpeculation OF intercourſe—Appearances to 


the contrary are eaſily ſeen through and ex- 


plained. It belongs to your Lordſhip then 
| | | po 


93 
* 


<4) 
to baniſh thoſe gloomy fears which artful | 
miſrepreſentation has implanted - in youp | 
mind, and to adopt the livelier ſentiments 


of joy, which ſuch undeniable proofs. of na- be 


tional proſperity are calculated to excite in 
the breaſt of every man whoſe ambition i is 
ſubordinate to the love of his country.. The 

people of Ireland want nothing to be the 


5 happieſt of nations, but a due regard for, 


and obedience to the laws 3 v a defire to 
promote the arts of peace, and a habit 
of ſteady induſtry. If, grateful for the 
many bleſſings which Providence has heap- 
ed upon them, the ſentiment of theſe du- 
ties ſhould become engraven in their hearts, 


they will then derive all the : advantages 

which attach to their ſituation, and, ra- 5 
pidly riſing to that ſummit of proſperity, 
which nothing but their own miſeonduct 
can retard, they will early be diſtinguiſned 
among thoſe happier ftates which Provi- 
dence, in reward to virtue, has ſpared from 


— 
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elevated to the higheſt pitch of national 


_ happineſs, as an example and incentive to 


of Ireland, if the wiſdom of the people is 
mi any degree commenſurate to the means 


within their reach of attaining it. But if, 
ſwerving from their duty, and betrayed 


1 from their real intereſts, they ſhould turn 
_ from the happineſs within their view, to the 


_ miſery which their enemies would wiſh 

them to embrace, they will then, from the 
afflicting ſcourges of poverty and deſpair, | 

be taught to appreciate the magnitude of 


their folly by the weight of their diſtreſs; 
and, adding one more inſtance to the melan- 


choly ſpectacle of fallen kingdoms, in be- 


coming a miſerable and diſtracted province 
of a yet more wretched and licentious re- 
public, from a great and independent nation, 

_ 8 NEO IG they 


future generations. ag, do giti voi to 


24 a Ix 
they will appear in the proſtrate attitude of 
a ſuppliant and degraded people, to whom 
nothing is left in exchange for the bleſſings 
of internal peace and plenty, but the ſhame 
of participating in the crimes of their con- 
querors, and the unavailing remembrance | 
of paſt proſperity, to aggravate the imme- | | 
diate calamities of anarchy and ruin. 


J have the honour to be, &c. 
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To bis Excellency Jobn Jeffries, Ear, CAMDEN, 
Lord Lieutenant- General and General Governor 
of Ireland. „ 


— 


May it pleaſe your Excellency ! 


be 
We: the mayor, community, and citizens of the : 
city of Londonderry, in common council afſembled, 
this 7th day of December 1797, feel ourſelves pecu- p 
| larly called upon, at this juncture, to expreſs our grate- 8 i 
ful ſenſe of the vigilance and vigour which have diſ- 6 
tinguiſhed and given efficacy to your excellency's go- 
vernment. - : R 
When thoſe execrable banditti, who call themſelves ; 
United Iriſhmen, had not only the baſeneſs to coaleſce 
with our foreign foes, in meditating the overthrow of ; 
that conſtitution which had given freedom and pro- 
ſperity to our country, but had alſo the audacity to de- 
| nounce horrid vengeance againſt all who ſhould oppoſe 
| them; when they even proceeded to realize thoſe me- 
| C naces by every ſpecies of barbarous outrage z when the 
| ; e#F3 ct t 15 ' Ss 8 arms 


Inunms of ſuch as were deemed loyal were extorted from 
them by midnight violence; when committees of aſ« 
ſaſſination were formed, and their ſuggeſtions deplor- 


abiy executed; when terror impoſed ſilence upon 

R vitneſſes, and made even the honeſt juror ſhrink from _ 25 
is duty: —it was obvious, in ſuch circumſtances, that 

the ordinary exerciſe of law could not but prove inef- 


ſectual, and the credit and commerce of the country, 
the ſecurity of property, of life, the exiſtence of the 
community, as well as the unanimous voice of the 
well-diſpoſed inhabitants of Ireland, indiſpenſibly called 
for an exertion of legiſlative and executive authority 
more adequate to the melancholy e | 


been from your earlieſt infancy in the warmeſt attach 
ment to our invaluable conſtitution, deplored the pain 


and liberal principles, by adding to the Penal Code, 
laws which give ſummary powers: the powers thus 


1 entruſted have been cautiouſly reſorted to; they have 
M been executed with wiſdom and mercy; nor have they, 


the circumſtances of the country did not loudly de- 


£ I of every unprejudiced Iriſhman, 


opportunity of knowing both the neceſſity, the exe- 
os, and the conſequences of thoſe extraordinary 


meaſures; 


We are 3 your e e th as you e | 


2 ſul neceſſity of departing, even for a time from its mild 
g 

U 
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we are confident, been extended to any diſtrict where 
mand their exerciſe While therefore none but diſap- 
pointed traitors complain, you poſſeſs the approbatiou 


We in particular, from our ſituation as che reſident 
" magiſtracy of this northern city, have bad the fulleſt. 


= PR) EY" AE 


we are bold to affirm, and we defy. the ingenuity of 


the magiſtrates and the military commanders has been 


the ſeduced with the ſeducer, or the ignorant with the 


| thoſe additional aids, this country has manifeſted the 


manufacturing induſtry, in ſo much that the ſtate of 


| We pleaſe ourſelyes with the hope that the benefi- 


„5 avvinvyix 


meaſures ; and we' ſhould 'be wanting to ourſelves in 


_ ſpirit, honour, and truth, if we did not bear teſtimony 


to the facts which we have witneſſed. * We ate at this 
time peculiarly called on to do ſo, in conſequence of a 
groſs miſtatement made by a noble perſonage in ano- 
ther kingdom, from whom, conſidering his rank and 
character, better information, and leſs of party preju- 
dice, might fairly have been expected: we willingly 
attribute to total ignorance of exiſting circumſtances, 
what it would be painful to impute to any, diſhonour. 
able view; but to the ſtatements made by him relative 
to the meaſures adopted by the government of this 
kingdom, and eſpecially to that audacious affertion, 
that the proceedings © in queſtion” were not merely 
particular acts of cruelty, but that thoſe acts of cruelty 
formed a part of the ſyſtem acted upon,“ we give 
the moſt direct and unequivocal contradiction : nay, 


malice to diſprove, that the general conduct both of 
cautious and diſcriminative ; that ſummary meaſure) 
have been rarely and reluctantly put in practice; that 
the ſtricteſt attention has been exerted, not to confound 
obdurate; and that ſince the civil power has received 
happieſt alteration both in pointz of tranquillity and 
our commerce is at this moment remarkably Wan 


and flouriſhing. 


cial 
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cial change which we have already experienced will, 
through your excellency's firm and judicious admi- 
niſtration, be rendered univerſal and permanent; and 
ſhould our external enemies carry. their vaunting me- 
nace of invaſion into execution, we are equally aſſured 
that, notwithſtanding the diſaffeQion. of a worthleſs 
few, the general loyalty and courage of the country 
will ſpeedily convince them of the frantic raſhneſs of 
ſo deſperate an attempt. 3 Big 
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In token af « our ; confidence | in- your excellency, and 
of our high eſteem. of your perſonal and hereditary vir= 
tues, we humbly requeſt you will honour us by accept- 
ing the freedom of the city of Londonderry, which we 
have directed to be rade to N by our e 
%% Gs cinder uo ala inte Mey 
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ſeal to To hereunto 3 and our chamberlain to 
ſign the ſame. | | V 


SAMUEL MONTGOMERY, Chamberlain. 
(Seal) BY 


* The freedom of the city was ee voted to his Excel- 
lency, to be preſented in a gold box. 
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. WE the Roman Catholics of the pariſh of An- 
trim, juſtly regretting the diſturbances which have out- 
" and diſgraced the northern parts of this kingdom, 

and feeling ſenſible of the paſt errors which many of 
our body have been led into by the deep deſigns of 
wicked men, ſtyling themſelves United Iriſnhmen; men 
who have been, and are ſtill the prime cauſers and 
ſole movers of all the feditious proceedings which 
have torn and diſturbed Ireland; and deteſting and ab- 
horring as we do, from the bottom of our hearts, both 
' their ſeditious principles and diabolical practices, do 
hereby declare, and in the moſt ſolemn manner pledge 
ourſelves to ſupport, with our lives and fortunes, the 
bleſſed conſtitution of this country, and his Ney r 
happy government, eſtabliſhed * us.“ 


Signed by Evans Moran, 
and 200 Inhabitants. 


« December 23, 1797- 

« WE the Roman Catholic Inhabitants of the pa- 
riſhes of Loughgeel, Killraughts, Grange and Killagan, 
juſtly regrettivg the diſturbances which have outraged 
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and diſgraced the acxthern parts of this kingdom, and 
feeling ſenſible of the paſt errors which many of our 
body have been led into by the deep deſigns of wicked 
men ſtyling themſelves United Iriſnmen; men who 
have been, and ſtill are, the prime cauſers and ſole 
movers of all the ſeditious proceedings which have torn 
and diſturbed Ireland; and deteſting and abhorring, as 
we do, from the bottom of our hearts, both their ſedi- 
tious principles and diabolical practices, do hereby de- 
clare, and in the moſt ſolemn manner pledge our- 
. ſelves to ſupport, with our lives and fortunes, the bleſ- | 
ſed conſtitution of this country, and his Majeſty's hap- 
Py government eſtabliſhed amongſt us. Determined, 
as we are, to exert ourſelyes for the ſuppreſſion of re- 
bellion and ſedition within our diſtrift, we further de- 


clare, that we have ſeen, with indignation, their endea- 


vours to ſow diſcord between thoſe of our and of the 
Proteſtant perſuaſion; being truly ſenſible that men 
who have aſſociated, or will aflociate, like us, for the 
protection of the Conſtitution, can have no enmity to 
thoſe who are equally anxious for its preſervation, of 
whatever religious perſuaſion they may be, &c.” _ 


Signed by TuLLy MNaLLy, 
and near 800 Roman Catholic Inhabitants, 
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30 APP EN D IX. 

5 When our native land is threatened with invaſion by 
enemies, whoſe-avowed: purpoſe'is to overturn the 
mild government under which we live, and aboliſh 

every idea of the Chriſtian Religion, and the bleſſed 

hope of heaven and happineſs hereafter: \ 


« WE the Roman Catholics of the pariſhes of Bal- 
linderry, in the counties of Tyrone and Londonderry, 
think it our duty to come forward, and thus publicly de- 
clare our firm and determined reſolution of ſupporting 
our gracious Sovereign King George, and oppoſing, 
with all our might, his enemies, and the enemies of all 
we hold dear—our liberty, our religion. OR 


„ With unfeigned contrition we acknowledge, that 
many of our body were ſeduced from their duty and 
allegiance to the beſt of Kings, by the artifice and ar- 
guments of deſigning men ſtyling themſelves United 
Iriſhmen; to their wicked deſigns and diabolical prac- 


tices we are indebted for all the outrages that we. 


diſgraced the North of Ireland. 


« With unfeigned concern we hear, that the emiſſa · 
ries of that ſeditious body have been too ſucceſsful in 
ſeducing many of our Roman Catholic brethren in the 
South of the kingdom, and that at this time (as it was 
heretofore in the North) the country is diſgraced with 
outrage, and rapine, and murder. In the moſt earneſt 
manner we entreat the Roman Catholics in thoſe diſ- 


| turbed parts, for the honour of the religion they pro- 


feſs, to withdrew themſelves (before it is too late) from 
| : thoſe 


and loyal ſubjects.” 
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thoſe wicked ſocieties to acknowledge their error, anũ 


chrow themſelves on the mercy of our lenient govern- 
ment: then, like us, they will receive pardon for their 


paſt offences, and we hope, like us, * become aurifl | 


/ 


Signed by PaTrIckx DeveLin, nnd All che Roman 


Catholies in the . N to A hundreds; 
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 Clonegall Chapel, Dec. 31 1, 1797. 


„ WE the Ronen Catholic inhabits; of the pa- 
riſhes of Mycomb and Baraugh, think it incumbent on 


us, at this criſis of internal diſturbance, publicly to de- 


clare our unalterable attachment to his Sacred Majeſty 


King George the Third, and that moſt excellent Cog- 


ſtitution which his mild and paternal reign has reſtored 
to us. We acknowledge, with the moſt lively grati- 
tude, the many great and important obligations which 


the Roman Catholics of Ireland owe to their Sove- 
reign; and we will not fail to impreſs upon our chil- 


dren, that it is to him, and to the principal perſonages 


of his confidence and councils, they ſtand firſt indebted 
for the repeal of thoſe penal laws which afflited us for 
2 century. The promoters and adviſers of that de- 
grading code, as well as the moſt powerful oppoſers of 


its repeal, it is eaſy to ſeparate from the true friends of 
kingly government—loyalty has ever been the diſtin- 


guiſhed trait of the Catholic body. Superadded to this, 


we have now a common intereſt to defend : His Ma- 


| jeſty, in admitting us to the Conſtitution, has beſtowed 
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„ LY on us an fnvaluable hetitage 3 and we * 5 b | 
[1 | miſe at this altar, in the preſence of Almighty G 
| | [ that-we will cling to him, and defend him, and that . 
| 1298 ritage | he has conferred « on 8 if need be, with, my 
T1000 lood. 5 Fr | 
I = e ſinetrely lament the ſucceſs of ſome baſe incen- 
if "$7 © -diaries.in theſe pariſhes; and we bluſh for. theweaknefs 


of many of the loweſt order of our communion, who, 
through ignorance, have been miſled by their criminal 
artifices: We rejoice, however, that the deluſion was 
ſhort-lived, and quiekly yielded to contrition and re- 
"morſe : of this the moſt unequivocal proof has been 
given by their voluntarily coming forward atid taking 
the bath of allegtarice, ſince which we are happy to 
1 perceire that nothing like outrage has diſgraced our 
pariſhes. We are perfectly fatisfied that the emiſſaries 
of thoſe turbulent factions called United Iriſhmen, 
with whom have originated all the outrages humanity 
has to deplore, are as much the enemies of Catholicity 
as they ate of out King and Conſtitution; and we fot 
lemnly and fincerely pledge durſelves, ſhould any pet- 
ſons of ſuch deſcription attempt to diſſeminate amongſt , © 
us ſeditious, levelling,” or ifreligious principles, all of 
which we hold in the utmoſt abhorrence, that we will 
drag ſuch miſcreants to the bar of juſtice, and -proſe= 
ute e to FONG utmoſt raed of the aw. eee 
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